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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is made in response to Reply to Final Office Action of February 
21 , 2008; filed April 21 , 2008. As filed on April 21 , 2008, Claims 1 though 31 are 
presented for examination. 

Miscellaneous 

2. Applicant is advised that the Examiner's Art Unit number has changed from 2623 
to 2427. All further correspondence should be directed to Art Unit 2427. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Panel Decision from Pre-Appeal Brief Review of August 25, 2008 found 
Applicant's arguments, see Pre-Appeal Brief Request for Review of June 23, 2008 and 
Reply to Final Office Action of February 21 , 2008, with respect to the rejection of Claim 
1 , 1 1 , and 21 under 35 USC 102(e) as being anticipated by Proehl et al. (US Patent 
6,990,676 B1), have been fully considered and are persuasive. The finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn and Applicant's submission filed on April 21, 
2008 has been entered. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection as shown below. 

4. As presented in Advisory Action of May 13, 2008: Applicant has provided 
clarifying support (see Reply of April 21, 2008 Pages 12-15) for the limitation "wherein 
said announcement is displayed on said television screen without any input from the 
user" with reference to Paragraph [34] in view of Paragraph [41] of Applicant's 
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Specification, therefore the rejection of Claims 1,11, and 21 under 35 USC 1 1 2 first and 
second paragraphs (originally presented in Final Office Action of February 21, 2008) 
has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Shoff et 
al., United States Patent (6,240,555 B1), hereinafter "Shoff '. 

7. In reference to Claim 1 , Shoff teaches a method for providing information related 
to a broadcast television program (flow charts of Figs. 6, 7, and 9, as introduced in Col. 
8 Lines 56-61 and Col. 12 Lines 39-41), the method comprising: 

generating an announcement, remotely from a user's home, (method of 
authoring an interactive entertainment program by a content developer, shown in Fig. 9 
and described in Col. 12 Line 24— Col. 14 Line 41); 

delivering said announcement along with the broadcast television program for 
display on a television screen within the home (supplemental content is carried to the 
viewer over the same channel as the program, as disclosed in Col. 7 Lines 51 -60; with 
further reference to Step 182 of Fig. 7, as described in Col. 10 Lines 18-58 and Step 
254 of Fig. 9, as described in Col. 12 Lines 39-47), wherein the announcement is 
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displayed on the television screen without any input from the user (indication of 
interactive content is generated at Step 162 of Fig. 6, as described in Col. 9 Lines 30- 
40; with further reference to Icon 204 of Fig. 8a, as described in Col. 9 Lines 41-53); 
and 

receiving an input from the user that corresponds to the delivered announcement 
(decision of viewer to enter interactive mode, as disclosed in Col. 9 Lines 54-59; with 
further reference to Step 164 of Fig. 6). 

8. In reference to Claim 2, Shoff teaches the method according to Claim 1 , wherein 
the announcement comprises one or more of a service announcement, a media 
announcement, and/or a data announcement (target resources for supplemental 
interactive content can be in the form of a media announcement, such as information 
related to the program current being viewed by the user, as disclosed in Col. 3 Lines 28- 
38, Col. 5 Lines 12-60). 

9. In reference to Claim 3, Shoff teaches the method according to Claim 1 , 
comprising determining whether the received input one of accepts or rejects the 
delivered announcement (Step 164 of Fig. 6 "Viewer Activate?", as described n Col. 9 
Lines 41-59; with further reference to Fig. 8a). 

1 0. In reference to Claim 4, Shoff teaches the method according to Claim 3, 
comprising, if the received input selection accepts the delivered announcement (YES at 
Step 164 of Fig. 6), transferring media associated with the delivered announcement for 
display on the television screen (Steps 170-176 of Fig. 6 regarding the reception, 
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activation, and extraction of information related to a target resource, as described in 
Col. 9 Line 66— Col. 10 Line 58). 

11. In reference to Claim 5, Shoff teaches the method according to Claim 4, 
comprising transferring the media concurrently with viewing of the broadcast television 
program (video stream and supplemental content can be transmitted together, as 
described in Col. 10 Lines 18-33. In addition Fig. 8c demonstrates Program 210 being 
displayed concurrently with supplemental content, as described in Col. 11 Line 3 — Col. 
12 Lines 23). 

12. In reference to Claim 6, Shoff teaches the method according to Claim 1 , 
comprising if the received input comprises an acceptance of the delivered 
announcement (YES at Step 164 of Fig. 6) and the delivered announcement comprises 
a service announcement, delivering service information related to the service 
announcement to the user within the home (supplemental content can include a 
merchandise catalog listing merchandise related to the program, as described in Col. 1 1 
Lines 39 — Col. 12 Line 23; with further reference to Fig. 8c). 

1 3. In reference to Claim 7, Shoff teaches the method according to Claim 1 , wherein 
the input is generated from one or more of a remote control, a keyboard, a scanning 
device, and/or an audio processing device (Remote Control Unit 30, as described in 
Col. 4 Lines 22-34; with further reference to Col. 9 Lines 54-59 describing other input 
devices). 

14. In reference to Claim 8, Shoff teaches the method according to Claim 1 , 
comprising generating supplemental information related to the announcement in 
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response to the received input (in response to YES at Step 164 of Fig. 6, supplemental 
content is generated at Steps 170-178 of Figs. 6 and 7, as described in Col. 10 Lines 1- 
43) 

1 5. In reference to Claim 9, Shoff teaches the method according to Claim 8 
comprising presenting the supplemental information to the user (Step 180-186 of Fig. 7, 
as described in Col. 10 Line 44-Col. 11 Line 65; with further reference to Figs. 8b and 
8c). 

16. In reference to Claim 1 0, Shoff teaches the method according to Claim 8, 
comprising presenting on the television screen, the supplemental information to the user 
concurrently with the broadcast television program (Fig. 8c demonstrates Program 210 
being displayed concurrently with supplemental content, as described in Col. 1 1 Line 
3— Col. 12 Lines 23). 

1 7. In reference to Claim 1 1 , Shoff teaches a machine-readable storage having 
stored thereon, a computer program having at least one coded section for providing 
information related to a broadcast television program (Program Memory 96 of 
Computing Unit 90, shown in Fig. 5 and described in Col. 8 Lines 4-55), the at least 
one coded section being executable by a machine (applications 101, 102, 104, and 106 
of Fig. 5, as described in Col. 8 Lines 4-55) for causing the machine to perform the 
method of Claim 1 (as addressed above). 

18. The limitations of Claim 1 2 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 2. 
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1 9. The limitations of Claim 1 3 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 3. 

20. The limitations of Claim 14 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 4. 

21 . The limitations of Claim 1 5 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 5. 

22. The limitations of Claim 16 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 6. 

23. The limitations of Claim 1 7 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 7. 

24. The limitations of Claim 18 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 8. 

25. The limitations of Claim 1 9 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 9. 

26. The limitations of Claim 20 have been addressed with reference to the machine- 
readable storage of Claim 1 1 and the method of Claim 10. 

27. In reference to Claim 21 , Shoff teaches a system for providing information related 
to a broadcast television program (as shown in Figs. 2 and 4, and described in Col. 4 
Line 14— Col. 5 Line 60 and Col. 7 Line 51— Col. 8 Line 3), the system comprising: at 
least one processor (Processor 92 of Computing Unit 90, as shown in Fig. 5 and 
described in Col. 8 Lines 4-55; with further reference to the operations of Headend 22, 



Application/Control Number: 10/675,489 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2427 

as described in Col. 4 Line 42 — Col. 5 Line 60 and ISP 80, as described in Col. 7 Lines 
36-50) that performs the method of Claim 1 (as addressed above). 

28. The limitations of Claim 22 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 2. 

29. The limitations of Claim 23 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 3. 

30. The limitations of Claim 24 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 4. 

31 . The limitations of Claim 25 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 5. 

32. The limitations of Claim 26 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 6. 

33. The limitations of Claim 27 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 7. 

34. The limitations of Claim 28 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 8. 

35. The limitations of Claim 29 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 9. 

36. The limitations of Claim 30 have been addressed with reference to the system of 
Claim 21 and the method of Claim 10. 

37. In reference to Claim 31 , Shoff teaches the system according to Claim 21 , 
wherein the at least one processor is one or more of a media processing system 
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processor, a media management system processor, a computer processor, media 
exchange software processor, and/or a media peripheral processor (Processor 92 
functions as a media system processor, as described in Col. 5 Lines 4-55). 

Conclusion 

38. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

39. Shaefer et al., United States Patent Application Publication (2002/01 24252 A1 ), 
teach a method and system for providing information alerts to viewers by way of 
interactive video casting (Abstract). In addition, Shaefer teach the display of an 
announcement in the form of Information Alert 404 of Fig. 4. 

40. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PATRICK A. RYAN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5086. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Thur, 8:00am - 
5:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Beliveau can be reached on (571) 272-7343. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 2427 
Thursday, October 30, 2008 

/Scott Beliveau/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2427 



